Classification: UNCLASSIFIED


Ma'am,
I wanted to first say thank you for the items your school sent to my Soldiers. Once we have our Chaplain's area set-up we plan to use the items as the basis for a Battalion library. The books, magazines and movies will be able to be signed for by our Soldiers (approximately 520) and when finished they will return them back to the library for another Soldier's use.

During times of separation from our loved ones it is always nice to have the welcome distraction that books, magazines and movies bring to us. These items do a lot to keep our Soldiers focused on our mission here and give them another outlet to get rid of the stress that deployments and separation from our Families and friends bring.

It is my hope that we will have our Chaplain's resiliency area set-up and operational by the 15th of this month. This will be a critical time period for us as the holidays are always a time when separation hits us the hardest. 

I did separate all of the school supplies and recreation equipment (football, soccer ball and nerf ball) to send to our Company of Engineers serving in Afghanistan. They have a program there called "Operation Outreach" where our Soldiers deliver these and other donated items to school houses across the country. This is a very rewarding mission for our Soldiers as it is always great to see the smile on a child's face. I am sure you have no doubt heard and read of the desolute lifestyle that the Afghans live and every bit of joy and comfort we can bring to them is a success for our mission there.

Again thank you for your gracious support to our Soldiers, our mission and the armed forces who are deployed in this effort together. The children of Saint Peter's Catholic School should be extremely proud of their efforts in making this service project a reality and such a success. We thank each and every person who made this event successful and recognize the sacrifices they also made in completing the project. I will send along some photos once we get our area set-up for you to share with the class.

Thank you, 
-- 
V/R,

Brad Houston
CSM, 15th EN BN
Camp Arifjan
