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  ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GENERAL PTO MEETING MINUTES

September 22nd, 2011
Neglia Hall, 5:30 p.m.

   I.  Opening Prayer and Remarks
Principal Kathy Preston, welcomed everyone, called the meeting to order and opened with a prayer.
  II. Fundraiser Update
Wynne Potash, Box Top Coordinator, introduced herself and went over the Box Top Program.  She showed examples of products where they can be found.  Each one is worth $0.10 and LY we raised $890.00.  This year her goal is to raise $1000.00.  There are 2 deadlines to have them in by, the first is October 21st and the second deadline is at the end of February.
There are several ways to submit the Box Tops:  

1.  Clip them and put them in a Ziploc bag

2. Tape them to a submission sheet (each one has 10 box tops)

3. Tape them to a piece of paper

4. Utilize the box tops for education website-coupons, shopping, etc.
World’s Finest Chocolate:  PTO President Noelle Rice, thanked everyone for attending and spoke on the WFC sale that is new this year.  The sale begins today September 22nd and will end on October 13th.  All monies will be due to the school office by October 14th.  She suggested that parents could pay now and just keep the money from selling or collect while selling.  Each bar costs $2 and the school gets 50% of all money collected.  Please turn in your money to your child’s teacher and they will give it to the school office.  Noelle went over the forms and the prizes being offered.

Christmas Greenery Sale:  Melissa Thigpen, introduced herself and went over the Christmas Greenery sale that we have done for the past 3 years and has been successful.  It will be a little more challenging this year, since our top seller, Mercy Tate is no longer at our school.  The prices have gone up this year for the greenery.  Melissa went over the brochure and order form.  The greenery can either be picked up at school or you can have it shipped anywhere in the country (for an additional fee).  The sale will be the month of October.  All the information will be going home in the Tuesday folder, October 4th and will need to be turned back in by October 28th.  The money is collected in advance, the greenery will arrive at the school the week after Thanksgiving.  Incentive TBD.
Auction Update:  Katie Spann introduced herself as the auction co-chair this year.  The auction will be $25 per ticket to attend and she would like to have 100% participation by the parents this year.  She is looking to the Vista and Columbia area business’ to donate.  As of last year, we are now members of the Vista Guild and surprising a lot of the business’ do not know there is a school here.  The auction gives us an opportunity to grow our school and raise awareness.  Katie will be sending out an email about donations and volunteer opportunities.  She would like to set a deadline for donations as April 7th, with the auction being on the 21st.  Different levels of sponsorship will be available.  The auction website is being redone and will list the donors and sponsors with a link from the schools website.

III. Principals Report
Principal Kathy Preston opened with a reminder that progress reports had gone home on September 20th and were due back within a week.  The end of the first quarter will be the end of October.  On October 31st, school will be closed and there will be parent/teacher conferences held to review the students report cards, which will be given at that time.  The schedule will be available in the school office beginning on October 24th.  And of course, conferences are available anytime throughout the year. 
She spoke about St. Peter’s going through the accreditation by SACS, which we have been for the past 40 years.  Every 5 years the school goes through an internal audit.  8 different teams looked at various aspects of the school to identify what we can do to make our school and the Diocese stronger and more effective.

Columbia Children’s Theater aftercare program did not have enough participants to sustain the program this year.  Kathy would like to look at it again next year.  She reviewed the various aftercare programs that are available through St. Peter’s.

Financial Friday for the 6th grade will begin this Friday as part of their math curriculum.  They sell desserts at the PTO meetings and now will have a “Snack Shack” on Fridays in the cafeteria for the student’s to purchase items for $1 apiece.  10% of the funds will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House.

Kathy Hunter, our new Technology Teacher was introduced.  She will be working on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  This month the computer lab has been being utilized by the 1st and 6th grade reading buddies program.
Kathy thanked the Loncon family for their donation of 2 LCD screens to be utilized in the 1st and 2nd grade classrooms and for the Promethean Board.  Now all of the classrooms will have LCD screens available to be used with the computers in the classroom.  Most recently, the Promethean Board has been utilized to bring up Helen Thayer’s website to research her before the field trip to hear her speak on September 27th for the 3rd-6th graders.
3rd grade is utilizing a new opportunity for technology working with USC’s Geography Department and the SC Geography Alliance.  They will be learning various skills though walking to historic sites in downtown Columbia and utilizing GPS systems to help them along the way.

Car Line:  In the morning car line is open between 7:30-8:00am.  Please drive slowly and if you are walking in, please utilize the cross walk.  Also, if you need to communicate with your child’s teacher, please send in a note, instead of speaking with them in the hallway before class begins.  At the end of the day, please be patient, follow the teacher’s directions to the correct zone.

Email:  If you did not get an email this week from the school, please update your email address with the school office.

October 21st there is no school, but an enrichment day will be offered.  No uniforms are required, there will be a theme, students will need to bring their lunch and register ahead of time, the deadline is October 13th.
IV. 
MISCELLANEOUS
Guidance Counselor Jane Carlson spoke about the ITBS testing, taking place next week.  Please make sure the students are well rested, eat a good breakfast, are on time and have #2 pencils.  The 1st and 4th grade will be taking the CogAT and the 2nd-6th grade will be taking the ITBS test.  This is one tool that the school uses to make sure we are doing what is right for each child.  The tests are new this year from Riverside Testing Company.  The scores will be available for review at the end of October at which time the parents will meet with Mrs. Carlson to review.
Halloween Party:  Noelle Rice reviewed that the Halloween Party will be on October 28th.  Costumes are encouraged for everyone.  We will have pizza, salad, drinks, goodies, games, music and dancing.  It will be from 5:30-7:30pm, with more information to come.

Scholastic Book Fair:  Noelle Rice reviewed that it will be held October 24th-28th in the library.  It will be open the evening of the Halloween Party for parents to shop.  Mrs. Fennessy will need volunteer’s, there will be a sign up sheet in the office the first week of October.

Noelle said a thank you to all the class parents that have volunteered this year.

Principal Kathy Preston made the closing remarks:  thank you to Iacofano’s for providing the food for the meeting (our new lunch provider).  Please clear the tables as you leave.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned to distribute the World’s Finest Chocolates.
